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TIFFIN’S CIVIL WAR
MUSEUM OPENS FOR
10TH SEASON
By VICKI JOHNSON

TIFFIN — Among the 33 states that existed
when war broke out between the North and
the South on April 12, 1861, Ohio played
a major role. The state’s relatively small
population at that time provided the thirdhighest number of men to fight the war
and suffered the second-highest number of
casualties.
These facts and many more details of the
War Between the States can be found at the

American Civil War Museum
of Ohio, located at 217 S.
Washington St. in downtown
Tiffin.
The nonprofit museum, which opened for
its 10th season in March, is focused on
educating people about the war’s impact on
the United States then and now. No special
events have been scheduled yet due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, but volunteers hope
to host events later this year.
Executive Director Gary Dundore said
the Civil War was the first “modern war”
because technology such as rifled gun
barrels, railroads and the telegraph made
travel and communication different from
all earlier wars. He explained that President
Abraham Lincoln played a hands-on roll by
using the telegraph to message leaders in the
field, and railroads in the North and South
were used to transport troops.
Volunteer Jan Dundore, who provides
guided tours, said the museum tries to
provide an overall look at the war from both
sides. It also aims to show how both soldiers
and civilians of the era lived.
Exhibits feature information, artifacts and

memorabilia
about the country
and the reasons for the
war, which started just
58 years after Ohio
became a state. The 10th anniversary of the
museum coincides with the 160th year since
the war began.
One of the exhibits, “The Road to War,”
outlines the factors that led to the war,
including political, monetary and moral
issues such as slavery. The next section
relates how a Confederate attack on
Fort Sumter began the war between the
Confederate States of America and the
United States of America.
“The attack led President Lincoln to call
for 75,000 volunteers to serve for 90 days
to suppress the Southern rebellion,” says
a description on the museum’s website.
“This 90 days led to more than four years of
bloodshed.”
Other exhibits highlight the soldiers’ lessthan-healthy living conditions, the medical
knowledge of the era, prison camps on both
sides, and the lives of civilians left at home
Continued on page 3
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to suffer hardships. Some exhibits
identify people who stood out as leaders
during the war, including Andrew’s
Raiders and officers who would later
become political leaders and presidents.
In addition, the museum features a
video room which shows a 20-minute
documentary, “Ohio’s Role in the Civil
War,” produced by museum volunteers;
and a research library, which offers
“hundreds” of Civil War-themed books
being reorganized by volunteer Lora
Cahill.
The museum is actively seeking
volunteers to help with operations, and
to reenact soldiers and civilians during
tours and special events. College and high
school students seeking public service
hours or internships are welcome, as are
individuals willing to help with clerical
work, data entry and cleaning.
While not of the 1800s, the museum
building was constructed in 1915 and
opened in 1916 as Tiffin’s post office. It
later served other purposes, including
as a school annex, and was remodeled
for use by the late Congressman Paul
Gillmor as a local office. After Gillmor’s

The American Civil War Museum of Ohio in
downtown Tiffin
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unexpected death, the building
was donated to the museum.
The Dundores said the
10,000-square-foot
museum
has
3,000-4,000
visitors
each year. Large groups are
encouraged to call in advance.
“We are very proud of the
large number of people who
visit Tiffin just to come to the
museum,” Jan said. One couple
said they saw the museum
online and made it a point to
visit during their trip to the
United States.
People have toured from “every
single state — all 50,” Gary said,
as well as “35 or so” countries.
The museum is open from noon
to 4 p.m. Wednesdays through
Saturdays, March through
December. It is closed on all major
holidays. Admission is $6 for adults, $5
for seniors and $3 for students. ACWMO
members and children 5 and younger
get in free. Discounts are available for
active-duty military and their immediate

family. Annual memberships are $25
for individuals and $30 for families.
For more information about tours,
volunteering or making a donation, call
419-455-9551 or email info@acwmo.org.

Gary and Jan Dundore pose with a mannequin soldier
and an original Civil War-era flag at the American Civil
War Museum of Ohio in downtown Tiffin.
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12-PIECE MEAL

CHICKEN
SANDWICH COMBO

6.49

$

Sandwich, one side plus drink
JUMBO BONELESS WINGS

19.99

CUP-TO-GO

$

Includes all white meat Jumbo
Boneless Wings and a dipping sauce

3.89

$

10 pc. Strip Meal
5 biscuits,
2 large sides

419-422-3770

Includes livers or gizzards, coleslaw
mashed potatoes & gravy and a biscuit

4.99

$

Valid only at participating Lee’s. Buy up to 6 at this
price with this coupon. not valid
with any other promotional offer
or coupon. Expires 4/30/21

Valid only at participating Lee’s. Buy up to 6 at this
price with this coupon. not valid
with any other promotional offer
or coupon. Expires 4/30/21

3-PIECE BREAST
STRIP MEAL
$ .49

Includes leg, thigh 2 individual sides
and a biscuit

Valid only at participating Lee’s. Buy up to 6 at this
price with this coupon. not valid
with any other promotional offer
or coupon. Expires 4/30/21

Valid only at participating Lee’s. Buy up to 6 at this
price with this coupon. not valid
with any other promotional offer
or coupon. Expires 4/30/21

Includes 3 breast strips, 2 individual sides and a biscuit.

427 Tiffin Avenue, Findlay, OH

LIVERS OR
GIZZARDS MEAL
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2-PIECE MEAL

4.99

$

LARGE SIDE BREAST MEAL 8-PIECE MEAL 2-PIECE SNACK
With purchase of any Family Box or
Family Meal

Includes chicken breast, coleslaw,
mashed potatoes & gravy and a biscuit

Includes 8 pieces of mixed chicken,
2 large sides and 4 biscuits

Includes 2 pieces of
chicken and a biscuit.

Valid only at participating Lee’s. Buy up to 6 at this
price with this coupon. not valid
with any other promotional offer
or coupon. Expires 4/30/21

Valid only at participating Lee’s. Buy up to 6 at this
price with this coupon. not valid
with any other promotional offer
or coupon. Expires 4/30/21

Valid only at participating Lee’s. Buy up to 6 at this
price with this coupon. not valid
with any other promotional offer
or coupon. Expires 4/30/21

Valid only at participating Lee’s. Buy up to 6 at this
price with this coupon. not valid
with any other promotional offer
or coupon. Expires 4/30/21

JUMBO BONELESS WINGS

20-PIECE BOX

1

$ .99

COUNTRY FRIED
STEAK MEAL

Includes county fried steak, coleslaw,
mashed potatoes, & gravy and a biscuit

4

$ .99

Valid only at participating Lee’s. Buy up to 6 at this
price with this coupon. not valid
with any other promotional offer
or coupon. Expires 4/30/21
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$ .49

FAMILY MEAL

Includes 20, all white meat Jumbo Boneless
Wings, 2 large sides and 4 biscuits

17

$

.99

Valid only at participating Lee’s. Buy up to 6 at this
price with this coupon. not valid
with any other promotional offer
or coupon. Expires 4/30/21

17

$

.99

Includes 20 pieces of
mixed chicken

24

$

.99

Valid only at participating Lee’s. Buy up to 6 at this
price with this coupon. not valid
with any other promotional offer
or coupon. Expires 4/30/21
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$ .99

10%
OFF
ANY PARTY PLATTER
50 pc or larger, must be
ordered 24 hours in advance
Valid only at participating Lee’s. Buy up to 6 at this
price with this coupon. not valid
with any other promotional offer
or coupon. Expires 4/30/21
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It’s Time for the Hope House
Annual Benefit Auction!
This annual event is the major
fundraiser to support the work of the
transitional shelter, which was home to
28 women and 25 children in 2020.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF FINDLAY HOPE HOUSE
& PRESENTING SPONSOR,
HANCOCK FEDERAL CREDIT UNION,
INVITE YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN THE

PROCEEDS BENEFIT HOPE HOUSE PROGRAMS

BEGINNING

SUNDAY

ENDING

FRIDAY

APRIL 11 @ NOON APRIL 16 @ 7:00PM
AUCTION WEBSITE WILL OPEN APRIL 5 TO PREVIEW ITEMS
VISIT WWW.FINDLAYHOPEHOUSE.ORG
FOR AUCTION INFORMATION & TO PRE-REGISTER
JOIN US APRIL 16 AT 7:00 PM
AS WE WRAP THINGS UP LIVE ON FACEBOOK
Please join us -virtually- as we celebrate our 30th
Anniversary! Pre-registration is also available on the auction
website, https://hhauction2021.ggo.bid
Hope House is a United Way Agency
APRIL 2021
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730 S. MAIN ST.
(419) 423-1114

OPEN 11AM EVERYDAY
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$

Order online with our
app or littlecaesars.com.
Delivery available via
online orders only.

50

WE ACCEPT:
PLEASE CALL AHEAD
FOR GROUP ORDERS
47409-47413
27636-321001

•”Highest Rated Chain - Value For The Money’; based on a nationwide
survey of quick-service restaurant consumers conducted by Sandelman
& Associations, 2007-2013. Plus tax where applicable. Available at
participating locations. ©2014 LCE, Inc. 47413 PEPSI, PEPSI-COLA,
and the Pepdi Globe are registered tademarks of PepsiCo, Inc.
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“BEST
BURGERS
& CHUNKS
IN TOWN”
118 W. NORTH ST. • FOSTORIA • 419-701-7062

TUES. CHUNK SPECIAL
ONLY $5.97 (lg. order)

Celebrate National Burrito
Day All Month Long!!
Over a dozen different
burritos to try!!

Catering
Available

Join Us for College Hoops all
Month Long with 14 TV's
708 Lima Ave.• Findlay
419-423-2846 • olersbarandgrill.com
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Check Our Facebook for Hours!

Downtown Findlay | 419-424-5750
Voted 2020 Best of Findlay - Best Breakfast!

B.B.I.T.

Closed Mondays

Celebrate National
Burrito Day With The Best
Breakfast Burritos!

darkhorsefindlay.com • 4136 N. Main St. • 419-424-9201

Get The Word Out!
$ 00
50. per month
Advertise your business for as low as

Call 419-422-5151 for details
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The New Look of Concrete
Picture the Possibilities for Your Home!
patios | driveways | walkways | pool decks | garage floors

Book your free consultation
today, and learn about
the latest concrete design
solutions for your home
and landscape. Practical,
durable, beautiful and
affordable, you’ll love the
results today and for years
to come.

VanSant Concrete and Construction
Residential - Commercial - Industrial
Serving NW Ohio since 1993 | Free Estimates - Senior Discounts

419-420-9281

419-957-5351
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The Trojan Tradition begins
for children who are 5 years
old before August 1, 2021

Register for Kindergarten Today!
Ready, Set, Kindergarten!
Visit: KREG.FCS.ORG
For more information or call Findlay City
Schools Enrollment Center at: 419-425-8275
Discover 419
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GET ANSWERS FROM THE VA
AT THIS FREE EVENT
The Veterans Administration partnered with the our office
to provide a VA benefits webinar via Zoom on Tuesday,
May 11th from 1:00-2:30 PM. You can join us as the
Veterans Benefits Administration public contact team
provides an overview on disability and pension benefits.
This team will be able to answer questions about VA
compensation benefits. If you have specific questions
about pending claims there will be VA employees who can
look into your file and respond to you directly or through a
scheduled phone call.
The Hancock County Veterans Service Officers will also
provide a brief overview of services available locally and
advocate for you during the interaction with the VA team
members.
If you want to participate, but do not have access to
a computer or do not know how to operate the Zoom
platform, please contact us. We do have a limited number
of stations available for “in-person” attendance.
Please RSVP by email at NRColeman@co.hancock.oh.us
or register on our website at
www.hancockveterans.com.
The Zoom link will be emailed to you on May 7th.
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Thomas “Tom” Trout
Dave Morrow is a 63 year old peacetime veteran of the USAF and Utah Army National Guard. He was an
educator and an EMT. Dave is currently a documentary photographer and writer. He created the website
https://dogtagsandcombatboots.org/ to share the stories of our Veterans. The site is dedicated to the stories
of Vietnam Veterans and to the veteran Women Warriors of Ohio. It is hoped to be a place for healing.
Thomas “Tom” Trout passed away from cancer directly linked to his exposure to Agent Orange in August, 2019.
(Dave Morrow’s note: Over 80% of the amazing veterans I have spoken with are suffering debilitating ailments directly linked
to exposure to the defoliate Agent Orange. This story is about one of those courageous soldiers written in his own words.)
I grew up in Findlay and graduated from
Findlay High School in 1966. I attended a
small college in North Carolina, and it did not
work out. I was not a student and partied in
excess. I returned to Findlay, lived at home,
worked in my grandfather’s furniture store,
and continued to party until I was drafted in
October 1967.
Three days into the US Army, two of us were
given the option of becoming military police
out of 150 recruits. We were both tall and
skinny and the interviewing officer claimed we
could fit into honor guard uniforms around the
world. The other recruit decided he wanted to
have a dog, but that seemed a bit much to me.
We were told we would be assigned to state
side duty upon completion of MP school, but
first we had to get through basic training.
It all worked out well for me. I attended MP
leadership training after basic and was assigned
to be a squad leader, responsible for 10-11
men. We all became MPs. Ninety-five percent
of the new MPs went to Vietnam, however
I went to Los Angeles and sat on top of a
mountain for six months guarding missiles and
nuclear warheads. I continued in a leadership
position, posting guards and dog handlers and
frankly experiencing boredom for the first time.
However, there were days off allowing me to
explore the southern California beaches and

Discover 419

music scene for the next six months.
After receiving orders for Vietnam, I arrived
at my unit located in a base at Bien Hoa
called the “Plantation”. Slept on a board in
a perimeter bunker for two weeks and filled
sandbags with old Vietnamese women during
the day. My jobs for a year included being a
gate guard, patrolling off base in a Jeep with
Vietnamese policemen and setting up check
points, accident investigation, Serious Incident
Investigation and traffic control. Most days
I had eye contact with over one hundred
Vietnamese citizens.
(Tom stated that the area he was assigned to
was constantly drenched with Agent Orange
to keep the perimeter clear.)
After eight months I was assigned to the MP
desk as a radio operator and typist. I was then
promoted to desk sergeant (E-5) for my final
three months in Vietnam.
I returned to Findlay in October of 1969 and
worked at cleaning carpet and then at Dow
Chemical until I moved to Bowling Green and
enrolled college in January 1970. I became
a year-round student and finished up my 183
hours in May 1972 in American Studies with
a literature concentration. My first job after
college was building concrete silos all over the
Midwest. In 1974 I moved to where I now live
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in western North Carolina. In 1975 I married
my college girlfriend Brenda. We have been
together for 44 years now.
I planted trees for the state of North Carolina
and used what was left of my GI Bill to attend
a local tech school to learn how to lay brick.
I worked with a stone mason and built our
house. I also worked with an enlightened plant
grower doing landscaping, where we dug and
planted thousands of trees and plants over the
next few years.
Finally settled on my life work as a bricklayer/
mason. My company, vestamasonry.com, was
incorporated in 1983 and since then I have built
over five hundred fireplaces and masonry stoves
along with being the community mason building
houses and chimneys and retaining walls.
I have two wonderful children: my son Gus is
an artisan bread baker and my daughter Zoe is
married and works for Habitat for Humanity.
Happily, I see them both often.
I retired when aggressive, prostate cancer,
stage four, was discovered during my annual
VA checkup in 2013. The VA assumed
responsibility as it was linked to Agent Orange
exposure and classified me as fully disabled.
After surgeries, chemotherapy, and radiation, I
continue to plant trees on my forest properties
and enjoy relaxing in my hammock.
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Findlay’s Luxury Experience
Services Include:
Spa Packages
Massage
Facials
Dermaplaning
Spa Pedicure/Manicure
Lash Lift/Tint
Brow Henna
Full Body Waxing
All Hair Services

Book Online:
www.revivefindlay.com
or Call: 567-250-8190

1101 West Main Cross Street Findlay, Ohio

We match ALL competitor coupons
and advertised pricing!
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Not sure what’s
really in your
water?
Call For
A FREE
Water Test

More Options, Less Pain.
Spinal
Decompression

Chiropractic

Massage

Acupuncture
SSinincce
e
19199933

Richard E. Marra,
D.C., Dipl. Ac.

Discover 419

228 W. Hardin St. • Findlay, Ohio
419-422-3686 • www.bvchiro.com
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Rendoggie’s

Affordable Custom

Window Treatments

Nail Trim and Bathing

$

Featuring
- DRAPERIES
- BLINDS
- CELLULAR SHADES

3.00 OFF WALK-IN NAIL TRIM

Plus FREE
Nail
Trim Card

Expires 4/25/2021
One Per Customer. Cannot be
combined with other offers.

We measure & install
our own work
which saves you money!

Saturdays 8am-3pm
Sundays 9am-3pm
15212 US 224, Findlay

New Findlay Showroom

1100 CROY DR.

“I’m available for a
FREE no obligation
consultation.”

419-422-4451

www.brindlesfurniture.com

Jan Brindle

Interior Designer

“Not Your Ordinary Pawn Shop”

NEED CASH?
Spring is finally here!!!

WE’RE LOOKING TO BUY
Lawn Mowers - Weed Eaters - A/C Units

Kayaks/Canoes - Bikes
We loan year-round on items you don’t want to sell!
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t
a
c
Findlay East Shop
Findlay West Shop
2 Lo dlay!
10205 W US RT 224 2018 Tiffin Avenue
in
In F
Discover 419
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MAKE YOUR OWN
CHOCOLATE EASTER
BUNNIES
The Easter bunny is a tradition
that has been passed down for
centuries. Symbolizing fertility
and wealth, the Easter bunny
became a holiday standard
in Germany during the 16th
century.
The custom of chocolate eggs
came along centuries after the
Easter bunny, originating in
the 19th century in France and
Germany. As Easter celebrations
evolved, chocolate eggs were
not the only delicacy; chocolate
Easter bunnies also were shared
and enjoyed.
While there are scores of massproduced chocolate bunnies
available for purchase, families
may want to try making their
own chocolate Easter bunnies.
This can be a family-friendly
activity that favors togetherness
with the promise of a sweet
reward.
1. The first step to creating
chocolate Easter bunnies is
to select the type of chocolate
you prefer. Bunnies can be
made from white chocolate,
milk chocolate, dark chocolate,
or even a combination for a
marbleized effect. Chocolate
melts, chips or chocolate
couverture are widely available
at specialty chocolate and food
shops or craft supply stores. This
simplifies the bunny-making
process.
Discover 419

2. Purchase an Easter bunny
mold from a local store. There
are solid chocolate bunnies
or hollow varieties available.
Choose molds in the desired
size, as bunny molds may be
large or small.
3. Follow directions to melt
chocolate successfully. Some
chocolates can be slowly melted
in the microwave. A doubleboiler method, in which the
chocolate is melted in a bowl
placed above a pan with boiling
water, can help the chocolate
melt consistently and prevent it
from burning.
4. Pour the chocolate into the
mold and gently tap the mold
so that it displaces air bubbles
and helps the chocolate settle
evenly into the design. Allow
APRIL 2021

the chocolate to set up in the
refrigerator. If your mold is
hollow, you can seal the two halves
of the bunny with a little melted
chocolate on the seam.
Creativity can be unleashed when
making homemade chocolate
bunnies. Experiment with adding
a few drops of peppermint oil
or orange liqueur to customize
the flavor. Before sealing hollow
bunnies, place peanut butter or
raspberry jam inside for a tasty
surprise. Use colored candy melts
to add colorful eyes or cheeks or
to tint the inside of the bunny ears.
For an even more festive effect,
seal a lollipop stick in a chocolate
bunny and use it to secure the
Easter bunny to the top of a cake.
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