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TICKETS ON SALE AT MCPA.ORG, 419.423.2787 & VENUE BOX OFFICE!!87 & VENUE BOX OFFICE!

The Way Down
Wanderers

Nov. 21, 2019
@ 7:30 PM
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SAVE 20% WHEN YOU BUY THE LIVE@ARMES SERIES PACKAGE!

� ree hundred volunteers, 75 turkeys, 
95 cans of green beans and 1,500 dinner 
plates equal one massive community 
meal � t for up to 2,500 hungry 
� anksgiving diners.
� e numbers are enough to make 
anyone’s head spin, but StoneBridge 
Church committee members have the 
planning down to a sort of science. � e 
process is also helped along by good, 
old-fashioned math.

“Some of it is just a simple math 
equation,” says Stephanie Schack, 
children’s director at StoneBridge and 
a member of the � anksgiving dinner 
committee. If you’re looking to prepare 
2,000 servings of stu�  ng, for instance, 
you can whip out your calculator to 
determine just how much butter you’ll 
need to get the job done. (Last year, all 
told, the meal required 240 1-pound 
blocks of butter.)
Planning is also determined based on 
the particular donations that come in 
each year. Basic menu items like turkey, 
green beans, potatoes and stu�  ng are 
non-negotiables, but other food items 
can change based on community giving.
Schack says the committee started 
holding early planning sessions in the 
spring, and members have met monthly 

since summer. Past dinners have served 
an average of 2,000 plates — “give or take 
a few” — but the committee is prepared 
to serve 2,400 to 2,500.
Over 300 volunteers help pull o�  this 
lo� y e� ort and make the whole thing 
look easy. Volunteers come from within 
the church and from neighboring 
congregations, area high schools, service 
clubs, businesses and private homes.
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Volunteer opportunities begin Monday and continue through 
� ursday evening with cleanup. In those four days, volunteers 
prepare 75 turkeys and 89 cans of yams; mix up 19 5-gallon 
jugs of lemonade mix; and shu­  e 1,500 dinner plates, 1,800 
to-go containers and 4,000 napkins (among many, many more 
things).
Schack says that while the shopping list does add up — the 
cost of 1,280 pounds of turkey is estimated at about $1,835, 
and desserts alone cost about $1,500 — much of the food is 
donated. Financial donations pour in from local families and 
businesses, and the meal is and always will be free to attend.
While StoneBridge hosts the event, Schack says it is a 
community meal in every sense of the word.
“Sure, we house it here ... but it is truly a community e� ort. 
StoneBridge could not put this on by ourselves,” she says. 
“� is is by all means the community’s meal. We’re just proud 
to host it.”
� e true history of the dinner is a bit of an urban legend, 
Schack says. Most agree that it’s been housed at the church 
for about 15 years, and many suggest the community meal 
originated at Red Lobster. People started gathering at the 
restaurant instead of cooking their own � anksgiving meal, 
and soon outgrew the space. � e meal then moved to another 
church before settling at the larger StoneBridge.
In keeping with the event’s origins, the meal remains open to 
the general public. Attendees need not be a member of the 
church or have a � nancial need for a free dinner. Diners can 
come simply because they want to keep their own kitchen 
tidy, or because they’re looking for some good company.
“No matter the reason ... come be with us. We’ll be your family 
for the day,” Schack says.
Serving is from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. � anksgiving Day, Nov. 
28. Dine-in and drive-thru are both available. � e church is at 
2111 Stonehedge Drive on Findlay’s east side.
Delivery is available within city limits and must be requested 
by noon Nov. 26. Call 419-422-6869 to request delivery.
Visit stonebridgechurch.org/events/thanksgiving to sign up 
as a volunteer, to make a donation or for delivery.

Delivery Available 
within city limits! 
Must be requested
by noon Nov. 26. 

Call 419-422-6869
to request delivery.
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Arlington
United Methodist

Church

READMORE’S
2705 N. Main St.

Findlay, OH 45840
419-424-1321

30% OFF
* ANY 1 ITEM

 at Findlay location
1 coupon per visit

* Some exclusions apply. Expires 11/30/19

• Exclusive PuraVida, Katie Loxton London & 4Ocean retailer
• Vera Bradley • Simply Southern • Great Gi� s for Special Occasions

• We’re Your Stop for All Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments

“Findlay’s Only Hallmark Gold Crown Store”

Expires 12/1/19
One Per Customer. Cannot be 
combined with other offers.
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USE IT
OR

LOSE IT!

228 W. Hardin St.
Findlay, Ohio • 419-422-3686

www.bvchiro.com

Spinal 
Decompression MassageChiropractic Acupuncture

Richard E. Marra, D.C., Dipl. Ac.

Since1993
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TM

Tex-Mex & More

B.B.I.T.

419
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Assisted Living For Women....
As It Should Be!
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®DEEP!DEEP!™ DISH 4-SLICE 
H PEPPERONI & PEPSIPIZZA WITH ®

20OZ

CRAZY BREAD® &
CRAZY SAUCE®

$5

$8

HOT-N-READY®

ALL DAY, EVERY DAY!

AVAILABLE ALL DAY
HOT-N-READY® 4-8PM

$5
AVAILABLE 

11AM-2PM EVERY DAY

HOT-N-READY®

WEEKDAYS

HOT-N-READY®

ALL DAY, EVERY DAY!

$6
8-PIECE ORDER

HOT-N-READY®

ALL DAY, EVERY DAY!

$3 9

8-PIECE ORDER

PPERONILARGE PEP

ON PEPPER, GARLIC PARMESAN, LEMO
HONEY MUSTARD, OVEN-ROASTED, BACON 

Y BBQ, TERIYAKI, BBQ & BUFFALOSPICY

001

730 S. MAIN ST.
(419) 4) 23-111444

WE ACE CEPT:CC

PLEASE CALL AHEAD
FOR GROUP ORDERS!

PEPPERONILARGE P
CHEESEOR C

8

/LittleCaesars @LittleCaesars
JOIN OUR PIZZA PARTY!

47409-47413
27636-321001
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Jan Brindle
Interior Designer

J B i dl

Findlay’s
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