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Brands you know and trust, at prices you can afford!

OPEN MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 10AM- 6PM
Two Convenient Locations!

2401 N. Main St., Findlay 567-250-8423 • 204 S. Sandusky St., Tiffi n  567-220-7900 Locally Family Owned & Operated

NO
MOREPAIN

NO  MEDICAL
 CARD NEEDED

� is year, the city of Findlay will 
spread the Christmas spirit in 
many of the ways it traditionally 
has — by lighting a large 
community tree at the center 
of town, opening the doors of 
Santa’s house to good girls and 
boys and featuring all manner of 
holiday treats at local restaurants 
and bakeries. But new to 
Findlay’s WinterFest this year 
is an outdoor holiday market, 
featuring cra� s and other goods 
from local artisans around 
the well-lit base of downtown 
Christmas tree every Friday 
evening.  Among the other holiday-

themed activities available on 
Fridays (like visiting the Kiwanis 
Santa’s House at St. Andrew’s 
Church from 6-8 p.m., where 
visitors can enjoy cookies and 
hot chocolate while telling Santa 
what they want for Christmas, or 
even go on a downtown wagon 
ride, all courtesy of Kiwanis 
Club of Findlay), the Market will 
be set up every Friday evening 
around the city’s Christmas tree 
in Dorney Plaza. Cra�  makers 
and artisans from Findlay Art 
League and elsewhere will set up 
in tents and display their goods 
for the perusal of those out in 

The community Christmas tree shines in all its splendor in front of the city of 
Findlay’s municipal building at Dorney Plaza in November 2022.

Friday evenings in Findlay to feature yuletide fun
New outdoor Market added to holiday event lineup
By: Bret Nye, bretnye@thecourier.com

Continued on page 3

Limited Time Offer

Buy Any Item,
Get Another Item FREE!

Free item must be of equal or lesser value on qualifying products only. Cannot 
be used for Charlotte’s Web. Cannot be combined with other offers. One 

coupon per person, per purchase, per day. Must present coupon. 
Offer expires 12/31/2023.

THC, CBD MYCOLOGY
AND MORE!

PHOTO PROVIDED
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downtown Findlay getting 
holiday drinks or snapping some 
photos about the Dorney Plaza 
tree.  

“We took what’s been done with 
ArtWalk’s great success with 
supporting local vendors and 
partnered with the Findlay Art 
League and local artists to start 
the Market,” said Alissa Preston, 
director of the Findlay-Hancock 
County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. “We hope to start this 
year with a quaint little market 
of arts and cra� s from local 
vendors, and then grow on that 
each year, to have a nice addition 
around the Christmas tree.” 

Once the season kicks o�  with 
the city Tree Lighting Ceremony 
at 6 p.m. Friday, Nov. 24, the 
next four Fridays a� er that (Dec. 
1, 8, 15 and 22) will feature the 
outdoors Market. 

In addition to the tents artists 
will set up in, electric heaters will 
also be placed near vendors to 
help people stay warm. 

 Vendors signed up ahead of time 
to display their works around the 
Christmas tree, and the Visitors 
Bureau encouraged downtown 
retailers to extend their hours 
on Fridays in December. Visitors 
can see what’s going on in the 
city’s restaurants and bars once 
they’ve seen the tree, shopped the 
Market and met Santa. 

“We’re asking businesses to 
stay open until 8 p.m., and 
we’re listing any live music 
and special happenings at bars 
and restaurants as well on our 
website,” Preston said. 

Retail shops committed to 
staying open later on Fridays in 
December are Trends! on Main, 
hand and home, Gems Fairy 
Cakes and 3 Oaks, among a 
number of locations.  

Patrons of Findlay’s downtown 
restaurant, bakery and bar scene 
can likely expect some winter-
themed drinks or desserts if they 
hit the town on Friday evenings 
also, and the city’s DORA will 
come in handy for those looking 
to sample what the whole of the 
town has to o� er. 

“� e DORA is a nice asset to 
have downtown for these events,” 
Preston said, “and False Chord 
Brewing is located right o�  of 
Dorney Plaza there. We’ve also 
encouraged cafes and co� ee 
shops to have later hours in 
December.” 

DORA-participating businesses 
will serve drinks in special 
DORA cups, and those who 
purchase drinks in the special 

cups will be able to take them 
outside of establishments and 
walk around in the designated 
zone with them as usual.  

DORA hours are 11 a.m. to 11 
p.m., and the zone where alcohol 
can be taken is bordered with 
signs throughout the downtown 
area. 

� e Visitors Bureau is excited to 
see how people take to the new 
outdoors Market and all of the 
other events for locals and others 
to enjoy on Friday evenings in 
December. 

“We’re hoping to build o�  of 
Findlay’s small-town charm this 
holiday season, among family 
and friends,” Preston said. 

For questions, email the visitors 
bureau at info@visit� ndlay.com 

Continued from page  1

Santa and his helpers pose for a photo amidst 
a busy 2022 Christmas season at  Kiwanis 

Club of Findlay’s Santa’s House.

A group of kids admire the Christmas trees 
on display at Santa’s House in Findlay in 

November 2022.
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626 S. Main St.,
Findlay

RICH BEAUTIFUL COLRICH BEAUTIFUL COLOROR
Foils • BalayageFoils • Balayage
Specialty ColorSpecialty Color

CHECK OUT OUR ONLINE STORE!

Richard E. Marra
D.C., Dipl. Ac.

Lizzie Coward
DC

Bryce Aubree Rettig
LMT

228 W. Hardin St., Findlay
bvchiro.com*Free visit cannot be used for smoking cessation.

FREE visit can be used for any of our services:

Chiropractic  -  Acupuncture* -  Spinal Decompression

PLEASE BRING NEW UNWRAPPED
TOY TO OUR OFFICE AT THE
TIME OF YOUR VISIT.

Now thru December 20th, any new patient will receive a
FREE* initial visit with the donation of a new toy for
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30 day money back guarantee! If you are not 100% satisfied with your hearing, we will refund your money!
We want YOU hearing for the holidays!

Free Initial Hearing Evaluation and Consultations  
18 months of No Interest through December 2023  

(with approved credit)

We offer multiple brands & technology levels  
to fit your needs & budget!

Ohio Hearing Professionals
1500 S Co Rd 1 (US 224), Tiffin  

421 E. Walton St., Willard

DO YOU HEAR WHAT I HEAR?

 Featuring over 30 local artisans, crafters & collectors

 Unique gift ideas for
 everyone on your list

AA  rrttiissAAnn  MMAArrkkeettppllAAccee
111144  EE..  FFiinnddllaayy  SSttrreeeett  ••  CCaarreeyy,,  OOhhiioo  ••  441199--339966--11114444

OOppeenn  TTuueessddaayy--FFrriiddaayy  1100  aa..mm..--66  pp..mm..;;  SSaattuurrddaayy  1100  aa..mm..--22  pp..mm..
&&  SSuunnddaayyss  1100  aa..mm..--22  pp..mm..  AAfftteerr  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  tthhrruu  CChhrriissttmmaass
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Best Gift 
for 

Dog Lover

Prepaid Nail Trim 
Card

Rendoggie’s Nail Trim

Rendoggie’s 
Prepaid Nail Trim 

Card
Rendoggie’s

lowest nail trim price of $6.50.

MORE DAYS & HOURS:
Fridays 10am-5pm

Saturdays 8am-3pm
Sundays 12Noon-3pm

4550 Fostoria Ave., Findlay

Freshly Baked Pastries,
Donuts, Quiche, Espresso Bar,
Sandwiches, Soups, Salads, 
Cookies, Brownies & More

Uniquely Crafted
Cocktails,

Wine & Charcuterie
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Upper’s Winter Fantasy of Lights    
Harrison Smith Park, Upper Sandusky
Since 1997, Harrison Smith Park, just east of downtown Upper Sandusky, is
transformed into a fabulous light show for the month of December. Enjoy the 33 
acres of the park ablaze with millions of lights and a myriad of unique light displays 
along the drive through the park. A donation per car is requested: proceeds benefit
a local charitable organization that is selected yearly.

Kris Kringle Markt   
Downtown Tiffin

Enjoy the spirit of the holiday season with shopping, an open-air holiday market, 
restaurants and food truck dining, highlighting German/Bavarian-inspired
Christmas offerings.

Blaze of Lights    
Downtown Bluffton

The 37th annual Blaze of Lights is bringing back traditions for everyone to 
celebrate! The Blaze of Lights display--including the Ream folk art collection--will
be illuminated at 112 N. Main St. (Bluffton Presbyterian Church).

Holiday Sip & Shop 10 am - 5 pm   
Fostoria Learning Center, Fostoria

Complete your holiday shopping all in one stop. The vendor show will feature over
45 local makers and craftspeople. Event will be held at 342 Perry St., Fostoria.

Fri., Sat.& Sun. 6 - 10 p.m. Mon.- Thurs. 6 - 9:30 p.m.

December 1 5 - 9 pm
December 2 10 am - 3 pm

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN

DECEMBER 1 - 30

DECEMBER 1 and 2

DECEMBER 2

DECEMBER
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•”Highest Rated Chain - Value For The Money’; based on a nationwide 
survey of quick-service restaurant consumers conducted by Sandelman 
& Associations, 2007-2013. Plus tax where applicable. Available at 
participating locations. ©2014 LCE, Inc. 47413 PEPSI, PEPSI-COLA, 
and the Pepdi Globe are registered tademarks of PepsiCo, Inc.

730 S. MAIN ST.
(419) 423-1114

FINDLAY

WE ACCEPT:

PLEASE CALL AHEAD 
FOR GROUP ORDERS

47409-47413
27636-321001

$419

$6

$649

$999

$799
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Gi�  CardsAvailable NOW

191 East Market St.

Tiffin, Ohio 44883

Facebook: KueblerShoes

Mon-Sat: 9:30-5:30p

Thurs: 9:30-8p

TILE • HARDWOOD CARPET • VINYL 
COUNTERTOPS • BLINDS • WALLPAPER

1400 Sandusky St, Fostoria 
419-435-8577 • commercialcarpetandtile.com

Hunter Douglas 
Window Treatments

See our Large Selection!

Hang Us Up Hang Us Up 
This HolidayThis Holiday

Buy a $100 Gift Certificate,Buy a $100 Gift Certificate,
get $15 free!get $15 free!

Valid 11/24/2023-12/22/2023. Limit 2 per customer.Valid 11/24/2023-12/22/2023. Limit 2 per customer.

Ti�  n 419-455-0117
Findlay 419-420-4451

Detailing
Paint Protection
Ceramic Coating
Spray-On Bed Liner
Accessories & More!

Hours: Friday, Saturday & Sunday
10 am - 3 pm or call for an appointment

7543 E. CR 58   Bloomville, OH7543 E. CR 58   Bloomville, OH
(419) 934-5459(419) 934-5459

~ Handmade Wooden Signs & Crafts ~ Handmade Wooden Signs & Crafts 
~ Unique Gift Items &Ornaments  ~ Unique Gift Items &Ornaments  
~ Candles, Crumbles & Warmers ~ Candles, Crumbles & Warmers 

~ Wreaths, Swags & Teardrops~ Wreaths, Swags & Teardrops
~ Grave Blankets & Live Wreaths ~ Grave Blankets & Live Wreaths 

~ Cemetery Arrangements~ Cemetery Arrangements

Nov. & Dec. Hours Nov. & Dec. Hours 
Wed. Thurs: & Fri: 9-5 Wed. Thurs: & Fri: 9-5 

Sat: 9-4 & Sun: 12-4 Sat: 9-4 & Sun: 12-4 
Closed ThanksgivingClosed Thanksgiving

8575 S. Twp. Rd. 189, New Washington, OH 44854   419-492-29158575 S. Twp. Rd. 189, New Washington, OH 44854   419-492-2915
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By: Vicki Johnson
vjohnson@advertiser-tribune.com 

TIFFIN — It’s not too late to 
buy fresh lettuce, microgreens 
and other vegetables at Seeds of 
Hope farmstand in Ti�  n.

Director Sister Shirley Shafranek 
is extending the season to year-
round at the farm, which is part 
of the Franciscan Earth Literacy 
Center on the Sisters of St. 
Francis campus.

She’s using a hydroponic system, 
which uses nutrient-laden water 
instead of soil to grow leaf and 
head lettuce and similar leafy 
vegetables such as basil, arugula 
and spinach.

“� ere’s no soil involved,” 
Shafranek said. “It’s all water 
with nutrients.”

Seeds are started in wet paper 
towels, which keep them moist 
and allow them to germinate.

“When they start growing 
roots and leaves we put them in 
sponges and let them continue 
to grow until they’re big enough 
to put in the units,” she said.

� e tiny plants are placed 
in a hydroponic unit, which 
continues the growth process 

by feeding them with 
nutrient-laden water 
that circulates through 
the system. Each unit 
has a pump on a timer 
that runs 10-15 minutes 
each hour.

Her job then is to 
monitor the water’s pH 
levels, and add water 
to the tanks as needed 
to replace liquid that 
evaporates due to 
temperature and the 
amount of sunshine.

She also adds nutrients 
to the water on a regular 
basis.

“And that’s about it,” she said.

Shafranek said the lettuce is no 
di� erent from seeds grown in 
the soil outside.

“It takes a total of about four 
weeks for the lettuce to be ready 
to harvest,” she said. “Lettuce is 
the easiest to grow.

“And then I taste the lettuce, and 
if they taste good they’re ready 
to put out in the farm stand,” 
she said.

Hydroponic lettuce tastes the 
same as garden lettuce, she said. 

She gets two or three cuttings 
o�  of each growth cycle “before 
it starts tasting bitter.”

“Lettuce has been harvesting for 
a couple weeks now,” she said.

She plans to continue the 
indoor crops until the garden 
is producing again next spring, 
probably around May.

Shafranek said this is the 
beginning of her second winter 
using hydroponics.

“It hasn’t been very long, so I’m 
still learning a lot,” she said. 
“� is year, I started growing 
lettuce earlier.”

Seeds bloom even in winter 
at earth literacy center
Tiffi n’s Sisters of St. Francis grow 
hydroponic veggies through offseason

Sister Shirley Shafranek leans over pots of tomato plants as 
she sorts through dried sun� ower seeds heads grown at the 
Franciscan Earth Literacy Center in Ti�  n for seeds to use for 
growing microgreens in the greenhouse.
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Leaf lettuce that’s almost ready to 
harvest in a hydroponic unit.

Last year, she learned how 
much time was required, and 
this year there hasn’t been a gap 
in produce availability.

Shafrenek operates the farm 
and greenhouse year-round 
with developmentally-disabled 
employees. Two people are 
working this winter, and that 
number expands to five or six 
during the summer. In the fall 
and winter, they assist with 
day-to-day operations.

This fall, Shafranek is growing 
basil for the first time, and she 
said it’s taking longer to grow 
than the lettuce.

She said a summer intern from 
Heidelberg University started a 
project to grow mushrooms as 
well.

“It seems to be working,” 
she said. “We’ve gotten some 
mushrooms. Again, it’s a 
learning experience.”

Of course, she can’t grow root 
vegetables such as carrots or 
potatoes in hydroponic units, 
but types of lettuce such as 
Swiss chard, arugula, spinach, 
some herbs and “anything like 
that works well.”

There are, however, some 
vegetables still available from 

the fields because of the 
unusually warm fall weather.

“This is really late,” she said. 
“The carrots are still OK, and 
some beets.”

The farmstand is open 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, 
and people can stop by to buy 
produce anytime they wish.

“The money box is out there,” 
she said. “You just put the 
money in it.”

Produce continues to be 
offered outside in the stand’s 
refrigerator until temperatures 
get too cold, and then it’s 
moved inside FELC.

In addition to hydroponically-
raised vegetables, the 
farmstand offers eggs from 
chickens raised at FELC as well 
as dried herbs such as oregano, 
sage, thyme, basil and parsley.

Shafranek also grows 
microgreens  —  tiny versions 
of nutritious plants  —  from 
sunflower seeds, pea seeds and 
a variety of other plants in the 
greenhouse.

“We do those year-round,” she 
said.

As another winter crop, she’s 
growing tomatoes in pots, 
which are actually buckets, in 
the greenhouse.

“Again, this is my second year 
of doing it so I’m learning,” she 
said. “I started the seeds earlier 
in the summer so they were 
ready to transplant earlier. 
We’ll hopefully get tomatoes 
soon.”

Last year, she said tomatoes 
weren’t available until March 
or April.

So she invites everyone to 
brighten their winter tables 
with fresh, locally-grown 
vegetables.
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419-348-1806    419-348-1806    

12 MONTH 
FINANCING

120 W. Main St., McComb     
siferdsflooring.com 

Our Mobile Showroom is loaded with
hundreds of flooring samples. 

We'll bring the store to your door!

*SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Stay home. Stay warm.

Apply online for fast, confidential credit approval!*
Visit www.siferdsflooring.com

On a budget? Affordable monthly payments up to
SCAN NOW
TO APPLY

Convenient shopping that fits
your busy schedule.

Get it installed before Christmas
We’ll beat the big box store price....Guaranteed!

FREE
ESTIMATES
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4412 E. U.S 6 • Pemberville
between Wayne Rd. and St. Rt. 199 South

 419-287-4098

OPEN Sunrise to Sunset

Open 7 days a week

Alexander’s
Christmas Trees

Cut Your 

Own 
$50 Any 

Size/Variety

2705 N. Main St.
Findlay, OH 45840

419-424-1321
Fahlo Bracelets • Lily Pulitzer 
Bru Mate (Exclusive Retailer)
Stonewall Kitchen • OSU Gear

Wind & Willow Dip Mixes • Vera Bradley
Kate Spade • Pura VidaKate Spade • Pura Vida

Christmas Decorations
& Gifts Galore!!

“Findlay’s Only Hallmark Gold Crown Store”

30% OFF
* ANY 1 ITEM

at Findlay location
1 coupon per visit

* Some exclusions apply. Expires 12/31/23

525 East Wyandot Ave., Upper Sandusky, Ohio
Harrison Smith Park

st thDecember 1 - 30
Friday, Saturday & Sunday • 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Monday - Thursday • 6 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Upper’s Winter 
Fantasy of Lights
Wyandot County’s Light Extravaganza

a non profit charitable event established 1997

For information call 419-294-3556
Email fantasyoflights@gmail.com
www.UppersFantasyofLights.org

Upper’s Winter
Fantasy of Lights

Your $10 Donation will 
benefit these local non-profits

Join Us for an 
Old Fashioned

Celebration of the 
Holidays!

30

30

23

23

53

182

199

199

53

67

67

Upper 
Sandusky

Toledo
Ohio Turnpike

Columbus
I-70

Mansfield
I-71

Harrison Smith Park

Lima
I-75

N

W E

S

CR 330

CR 330

30

Mohawk Local School District
Adding fully inclusive playground equipment  

(Designed for students with physical & 
intellectual disabilities)  

Wyandot Community 
Connections Inc.
The HUB-Here U Belong  

(Creating safe outdoor space)
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DEC. 31, 2023
DEC. 31, 2023 DEC. 31, 2023


